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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4,7, 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dikeman et al. (US 2004/0102738). Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in 
claim 1, including a needleless port (Fig. 2) comprising: a pedestal that fomns a part of 
a flow channel (Fig 2, #80) and has an opening to the flow channel; a cover that is 
engaged with the pedestal at a position corresponding to the opening and has a cavity 
that opens to exterior (Fig. 2, #50) at a predetermined distance from the opening; and a 
septum that is held in the cavity (Fig.2, #48 & #52) and is made of a resilient material 
([0039], lines 16-17) with a passageway for allowing an insertion member to be inserted 
from the exterior to the opening (Fig. 2, #50), wherein the septum comprises a main 
body (Fig 2, #56) that extends from an inner end on the pedestal side toward an outer 
end on the exterior side of the cavity of the cover, with the passageway being formed 
between an inner-end face and an outer-end face thereof and compression ribs (Fig. 
#13,#136) provided on sides of the main body the main body has a cross section in a 
direction orthogonal to the passageway of a shape having a dimension in a length 
direction larger than that in a breadth direction (Fig 1 1 &13), the passageway includes a 
slit (abstract line 9) and a bore (Fig #13, #134), the slit having a predetermined depth 
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from the outer-end face of the main body and extending in the same direction as the 
length direction, and the bore extending from the slit to the inner-end face of the main 
body and having a lateral section of a spindle shape whose major axis extends in the 
same direction as the length direction (Fig. 1 1 & 13), the compression ribs (Fig. 
#13,#136) are provided at the both side ends of the main body in the breadth direction 
so as to extend along the axial direction of the passageway the cavity of the cover has a 
circular cross section whose diameter is smaller than a distance between the external 
surfaces of the compression ribs (Fig. #13,#136), and with the septum being held inside 
the cavity a space is formed between an external surface of the main body at a part 
without the compression ribs and an internal wall of the cover, and the bore is dosed by 
a compressive force applied from the intemal wall of the cover to the septum via the 
compression ribs (Fig. #13,#136). 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 2, including a needleless port 
(Fig. 2) comprising: a pedestal that forms a part of a flow channel and (Fig 2, #80) has 
an opening to the flow channnel; a cover that is engaged with the pedestal at a position 
corresponding to the opening and has a cavity that opens to exterior (Fig. 2, #50) at a 
predetermined distance from the opening; and a septum that is held in the cavity (Fig.2, 
#48 & #52) and is made of a resilient material ([0039], lines 16-17) with a substantial 
passageway for allowing an insertion member to be inserted from the exterior to the 
opening (Fig. 2, #50), wherein the septum comprises a main body (Fig 2, #56) that 
extends from an inner end on the pedestal side toward an outer end on the exterior side 
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of the cavity of the cover,with the substantial passageway being formed between an 
inner end on and an outer-end face thereof and compression ribs provided on sides of 
the main body the main body has a cross section in a direction orthogonal to the 
substantial passageway of a shape having a dimension in a length direction larger than 
that in a breadth direction (Fig. 11 & 13)„ the substantial passageway includes an 
unpenetrated region and a bore, the unpenetrated region having a predetennined depth 
from the outer-end face of the main body and the bore extending from the unpenetrated 
region to the inner-end face of the main body and having a lateral section (Fig. 11 & 13), 
of a spindle shape whooe major axis extends in the same direction as the length 
direction, the compression ribs are provided at the both side ends of the main body in 
the breadth direction so as to extend along the axial direction of the substantial 
passageway the cavity of the cover has a circular cross section whose diameter is 
smaller than a distance between the external surfaces of the compression ribs (Fig. 
#13,#136), and with the septum being held inside the cavity a space is formed between 
axial external surface of the main body at a part without the compression ribs (Fig. 
#13,#136), and an internal wall of the cover, and the bore is dosed by a compressive 
force applied from the internal wall of the cover to the septum via the compression ribs. 
(Fig.#13,#136). 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 3, including the needleless port 
(Fig. 2) wherein the septum has, on an inner end of the main body an inner-end plate 
that has an oval shape whose major axis extends in the same direction as the breadth 
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direction (Fig. 2, #48) of the main body a major axis of the inner-end plate is larger than 
an inside diameter of the internal wall of the cover, and with the septum being held 
inside the cavity a (Fig.2, #48 & #52) compressive force acting in the major axis 
direction is applied from the cover to the inner-end plate. 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 4, including the septum (Fig.2, 
#48 & #52) around an outer end of the main body, and outer-end plate that is exposed 
to outside of the cover and is larger in size than an inside diameter of the covers at an 
outer end of the cover. (Fig. 11 & 13). 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 7, including the needleless port 
wherein a surface of the outer-end plate is flat. (Fig. 4) 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 16, including the needleless 
port wherein an annular rib (brief descrip. [0020], Fig. 5) is provided around the opening 
of the pedestal (Fig. 2, #80), the annualar rib (brief descrip. [0020], Fig. 5) projecting 
toward the cover, and the inner-end plate of the septum is sandwiched between the 
internal wall of the cover and the annular rib so that the annular rib engages with a 
bottom surface of the inner-end plate, thereby establishing liquid-tightness. (Fig. 5) 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 17, including the needleless 
port wherein the internal wall of the cover has one of more indents that are to be 
engaged with an external surface of the septum. (Fig. 2, #88) 
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Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 18, including the needleless 
port wherein an inner peripheral portion at an outer end of the cover is chamfered. (Fig. 

2, #92) 

Dikeman et al discloses the same invention as in claim 19, including a needleless port 
wherein a material of the septum is one of silicon rubber, isoprene rubber, butyl rubber, 
nitrile rubber and thermoplastic elastomer. ([0037] lines 8-10) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5,6,8-15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonal Prasad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sonal Prasad 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3767 
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